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* Where do you want to study?




Crowded
houses!




What is
Personal Space?

* How do you define “Personal
Space”?

e Type your definitions here:
https://jamboard.google.com/d/
1nz8bVa7K2Vmz-71V68WolMW-
uuXY5E10Gh8Drk4kC6g/edit?usp

=sharing



https://jamboard.google.com/d/1nz8bVa7K2Vmz-7IV68WolMW-uuXY5E1OGh8Drk4kC6g/edit?usp=sharing
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Definition and
Meaning

* Personal space is "an area of
defended space around an
individual". (APA Dictionary)

e Personal space is an area that
humans or other animals,
psychologically, feel and think
theirs. (Edward T. Hall)




The Spaces Between Us
by Michael Graziano

e Graziano states that our personal
space is more like a second skin, and it
might be something that we have to
have and defend in order to sustain our
lives, at least in a healthy way.
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e Our personal space could be violated not
only by the physical appearance of the
people around us but also by various
factors that invade our precious space,
such as cats, dogs, or whatever pet we
have.

 Moreover, we may feel uncomfortable
even by the presence of inanimate objects
in our own room and think that they
violate our territory.




* Alekseeva & Prokopeva (2015) studied
adolescents whose personal spaces and
other privacies are deprived by different
factors. According to the results of this
study, if the personal spaces and interests
of the adolescents are violated, they are
most likely to end up as angry and so-
called "abnormal" in the future.




Purpose of our study

* This study aims to describe what
personal space is, how Turkish EFL
learners perceive the term "personal
space", and to what extent it affects the

English learning processes of Turkish EFL
learners.

* Another aim of this study is to find out
possible factors that violate Turkish EFL
learners' personal spaces and the effects
of these violations on their English
proficiency levels.







Limitations

* We could not find many sources
related to the effects of personal
space on Turkish EFL learners as
abundant in the literature as |
expected.

e Also, the number and profile of the
participants are not enough to
generalize the findings.




Findings




Personal
S p a C e m a tt e rS 11) What is your perception of personal space? Which option is closer to your ideal personal space

definition?
@ A) ltis just a physical area.

for the EFL
St U d en t S at S s b

psychological border.

@ D) It is more than a physical area and

IVl E U psychological border.
[ ]




. . 10) During your primary, secondary and high school periods, did you have a private room where
a rt I C | a n t S you spent time freely without being distracted by the people, pets, or objects?
45 yanit
spdcCe.




6) How many siblings do you have?
45 yamt

Note that most of them lived in &
urban areas and had one or two $aic

® D) Three

siblings. And, their economic o o ormors

situations are “ideal”. S v

5) How do you define your (or your family's) economic situation? (In terms of monthly income.) 7) Where did you live during your primary school period?

45 yanit 45 yanit

@ A) In an urban area. (In or near a city
center)

® B) In a suburban area. (In a city but not
close to its center.)

@ B) Lower than ideal
® C) Ideal
D) Better than ideal

C) In a rural area. (Far from a city.)




12) Do you think you had enough personal space to practice English before the university period?
45 yanit

® A) Yes
@® B)No
C) | don't know.

* The option C represents that the participants were not aware of
personal space!




Most of the participants stated they had an ideal personal space.

13) How much personal space do you think you had before the university period?
45 yanit
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15 16 (%35,6)
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But the ones

W h O NAa d lil‘:’ef'ﬂgg;ssteh:hjjisr; rsszz: v[\)/;wy you had narrow personal space? (If you had enough personal
Narrow
nersonal space | s
mostly blamed _—
“parents”.

@ D) | had enough personal space




We also
asked about

METU
dormitories!

15) Do you think you have enough personal space in the METU dormitories or in the student

apartments to practice English?
45 yanit

® A) Yes
® B)No
C) I don't know.

* Remember, METU is a university where medium of instruction is English!



They think
Turkish EFL
learners do not

have enough
personal space
in general.

16) In general, do you think Turkish EFL learners have enough personal space during their English

learning processes?
45 yanit




17) Do you think personal space is the most significant factor that affects foreign language

learning?
45 yanit

However, they

do not think :2;:25

perSOﬂ al C) | don't know.
space is the
main factor.




18) How much do you think personal space affects the English learning processes of Turkish EFL

students?
45 yanit

Yet, most of 55
them think that
personal space

affects EFL
learning 8 (%17,8)
process. |




20) How much do you think your English proficieny level would differ if you had a personal space

as broad as you want?
45 yanit

Another
even
contest!

e About 40-45% of the participants think that their English proficiency
levels would not be different while the other 40-45% think the opposite.



Discussion and
Suggestions




More studies and more participants needed!




QUESTIONS?
1




>

Thanks for
your
interest!
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