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The Road Map

1. Introduction 
2. The Way Construction
3. Teaching of the Way Cx
4. Lesson Plans
5. Let’s create one together



Hold up…

Ever heard of construction grammar? What is it? 



Introduction- Main Tenets 

- What is construction grammar? (Goldberg, 1995, 2006) Applied construction 
grammar? (De Knop & Gilquin, 2016)

- Constructivism, flipped teaching, and usage-based approaches (Behrens, 2021) 

- Language learning: general domain cognitive abilities (Divjak, 2019), transitional 
probabilities (Diesse,l 2016), frequency & generalization (Goldberg, 2006, 2019), 
exemplars (Bybee 2010), item-specificity (Herbst, 2020), and generalization 
(Goldberg, 2019; Herbst, 2020). 

- Individual grammars (Dabrowska, 2012)



Introduction - Cont.

Perhaps most importantly… 

Language unfolds in usage events (Diessel, 2016)

Thus, we need communicative tasks to teach constructions.



The Way Construction (Goldberg, 1995, p. 207)

Josh shoved his way through the crowd

She fought her way out of the cabin



The Way Cx - Continued

??She went her way to NY (Goldberg, 1995)
The novice skier walked her way down the ski slope → CONTEXT MATTERS

ITEMS-IN-CONSTRUCTION → make (she made her way to NY). 

Subject Verb Possessive WAY Path

SHE
HE
THEY
I

MAKE
WORK 
FIND
PICK PUSH

HER 
HIS
THEIR
MY

THROUGH
TO
BACK DOWN UP INTO 
OF ACROSS 
TOWARDS OUT



The Way Cx - Teaching of it

Form: subject + verb + possessive + WAY + path

Meaning: motion through a crowd, mass, obstacle, or other difficulty

COLLO-PROFILE  → example sentences are based on it.



Lesson Plan Outline

- Get in groups of 3 or 4

- Examine the sample lesson plan outline 

- Identify the main tenets of CxG



Lesson Plan- Let’s create one!

- Stay in your groups

- Grab a scrap paper 

- Get started! 

- 15 mins, follow Bloom’s taxonomy on the next slide. 
Example lesson plan + materials, lesson plan outline

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lYJJjqDpe0x9LGQ-
kHyVdq26QlthrP--
/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117813781844799435275&rtpof=true&sd=tru
e

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lYJJjqDpe0x9LGQ-kHyVdq26QlthrP--/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117813781844799435275&rtpof=true&sd=true




Thank you so much! 

Any questions? 
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